12/3/2017 


Canadian Expeditionary Force Study Group :: View messages 


Canadian Expeditionary Force Study Group 

Private messaging 


Re: Unknown Corporal: Barnett, Edward #129498 "PULLED" 

From: rlaughton [ Sun Dec 03, 2017 5:58 am ] 

To: rlaughton 

Subject: Unknown Corporal: Barnett. Edward #129498 "PULLED" 

rlaughton wrote: 

December 2. 2017 

I have pulled this report for further review after uncovering additional information, during research on an entirely 
different project. 

The primary basis of this report was that Corporal Barnett was the only missing (unknown) Corporal of the 72nd 
Battalion that was lost at Vimy. The other, as detailed in the report, was lost at Courcelette. 

I have put all the maps, war diary information and casualty records in this MediaFire folder: 

F548 72nd Bn. Corporal 

What caught my attention today was that the "Special Memorial B - Believed to be buried in this cemetery", 

lists a Corporal H. F. A Peqram . Although he shows as being in the Givenchv-en-Gohelle Canadian Cemetery , he is not 
buried where that memorial stone sits. That made me think "How do we know that he is not the Corporal in Row C 
Grave 2? We don't. 

This highlights a flaw in the process, in that looking for the MISSING only on the MAJOR MEMORIALS (Vimy, Menin 
Gate, Arras) does not account for men that are listed on memorials in specific cemeteries. If someone did not believe 
that Corporal Pegram was in this cemetery, he would have been listed on the Vimy Memorial. If that had been the 
case, we could have then looked at where they were at the time of their death, to see if we could relate that to the 
case. That does not work here because we do not have specific trench map coordinates for the remains and even if we 
did it is a moot point because both Corporals were in the same area, 5 weeks apart. 

Corporal Pegram was lost during a major raid on the enemy lines on 1 March 1917. Corporal Barnett was lost on 9 
April, 1917 during the main assault on Vimy Ridge. 

Here is the list of who is on the Special Memorial: 


http://cefresearch.ca/phpBB3/ucp. php?i=pm&f=0&p=46675&view=print 
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Coincidentally, both Barnett and Pegram were lost at the almost exact trench map coordinates, based on what is in 
the war diary for the two different dates. Pegram has a location on his COD that says 44a.S. 15.a.2.5 (44a =36c). We 
don't have that same information for Barnett, as it is not noted on his COD, however the war diary tells us they were 
in the same area (S.15.a and S.15.c). 

The GRRF mentions that the bomber might have been of "C" Coy. What I have found out now is that Barnett was in 
"D" Coy and Pegram was in "B" Coy. The war diary does refer to No. 2 Squad of "B" Coy supporting the attack of "C" 
Coy. I do not know if they found the Corporal with other men of "C" Coy and thus came to the conclusion that he may 
be one of them. 


http://cefresearch.ca/phpBB3/ucp. php?i=pm&f=0&p=46675&view=print 
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They were in the general area of the intersection of Cluck and Clutch trench, which is in the central area of S.15.a. 
That is clear on the same trench map used for the Barnett report: 



All times are UTC - 5 hours 
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INVESTIGATIVE REPORT: 

SUBMITTED TO: 

This report pertains to an investigation of 

CWGC Canadian Aqencv 

the identification of the burial location, or 

66 Slater Street 

headstone markings, of a member of the 

Suite 1707 

Canadian Expeditionary Force (CEF) 

Ottawa Ontario Canada K1A 0P4 

during the Great War 1914-1921. 

Att: Dominique Boulais 


Report Date: 31 March 2015 Report Update: 6 December 2016 

Report Pulled: December 2, 2017 

Reason for Submission: (“X” means purpose of the report) 


Casualty Identification: 

Burial Information: 


Confirmed Identity 


Burial Location Identified 

X 

Most Probable Identity 


Grave Stone Correction 

X 

Questionable Identity 


Grave Records Correction 

X 

Incorrect Identity 


Request for CWGC Details 


Other 


Other 



Supporting Documents: (# refers to attachment number; “I” information provided) 


Casualty Identification: 


Burial Information: 


Barnett, Edward 

i 

Givenchy-En-Gohelle C.C. 

link 

Corporal 72 nd Bn. 

i 

Souchez, France 

i 

Service Number #129498 

i 

Row C Grave 2 

i 

Date of Death 1/3/1917 

link 

Date of Burial / Exhumation 

i 

Attestation Papers 

link 

Cemetery Schematic 

link 

Service Record 

link 

Graves Registration Report 

8 

Circumstance of Death 

1 

Concentration of Grave 


CEF Canada Register 


Fleadstone Register 


War Diary Extract(s) 

2 

Casualty Spreadsheet 


Area Map(s) 

3 

Trench Map Exhumation 


Trench Map(s) 

4,5 

Grave Stone Photograph 


Possible Candidates List 

6 

Grave Stone Inscription 


Excluded Candidates List 

7 

Reporting and Review 

9 

Other 


Addendum 6-12-2016 

10 


Summary of Findings: 

The Graves Registration Report form for Row C Grave 2 for the Givenchy-En-Gohelle 
Canadian Cemetery, Souchez lists an Unknown Corporal of the 72 nd Battalion. It is 
noted he is probably a bomber in “C” Coy. 

There are only two (2) Corporals listed on the Vimy Memorial, of which only Corporal 
Barnett was in the area, at the right time and participating in a bombing exercise. 


Corporal Barnett 
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Details of Findings: 


The findings are conclusive that the remains in Row C Grave 2 of Givenchy-en Gohelle 
Canadian Cemetery, Souchez France are those of Corporal Edward Barnett of the 72 nd 
Canadian Infantry Battalion. 

The findings are based on the following: 

1. The “Circumstance of Death” file reports that Corporal Barnett was previously 
reported wounded and missing, now for official purposes presumed to have died 
on or since 1 March 1917 in the Carency Sector (Attachment #1). 

2. The War Diary of the 72 nd Battalion places Corporal Barnett in a trench raid and 
wire bombing mission on Thursday March 1, 1917 in the Carency Sector 
(Attachment #2). There was an intense “bombing fight” shortly after the first wave 
crossed the front lines. 

3. For clarity, the location of the Carency Sector is depicted in Google Earth and 
Nicholson Map 7 (Attachment #3). The specific area where the 72 nd Infantry 
Battalion was during the bombing raid is detailed in the trench map extracts from 
the general map in the McMaster Collection (Attachment #4) and the detailed 
map in the Imperial War Museum collection (Attachment #5). The craters and 
trenches referenced in the war diary are clearly visible. 

4. There are only two missing Corporals of the 72 nd Battalion missing (Barnett & 
Latham) and thus listed on the Vimy Memorial (Attachment #6). 

5. Corporal Walter Latham #472024 can be excluded from consideration as the 
Unknown 72 nd Battalion Corporal, as he was killed five (5) months earlier in the 
Battle at Courcelette (Attachment # 7). It was reported that he was buried in Pys 
British Cemetery 1 mile west of Le Sars but the grave was subsequently lost. 
There were 22 soldiers from Pys British Cemetery concentrated in Adanac 
Military Cemetery after the Armistice. 

6. The “Graves Registration Report Form” from the Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission records lists the remains in Row C Grave 4 as “72 nd Can Battn. 
UNKNOWN CpI (bomber probably of “C” Coy.”). The evidence is conclusive that 
those remains are Corporal Edward Barnett #129498 (Attachment #8). 


Corporal Barnett 
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Action Required: 

The “Investigative Report” has been prepared in accordance with the procedures and 
criteria set out by the CWGC, should they wish to make any changes to the 
commemoration details (Attachment #9). 

The evidence is conclusive that the remains in Row C Grave 2 at the Givenchy-En- 
Gohelle Canadian Cemetery, Souchez are those of Corporal Edward Barnett of the 72 nd 
Canadian Infantry Battalion. The CWGC records and headstone inscription should be 
amended to note the identity of the remains. 


Corporal Barnett 
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ATTACHMENT #1 
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ATTACHMENT #2 


lL^aju\ 4^» n / 

^ 7'Jnd Battalion Canadian Infantry, 

JISK5RT OH RAID CARRIED OUT OH ...... 


15 

harch m,i.9i7. 


m ! ntlon * d • Dlvlalonal RUd *aa omrraed out by tot nth 
*nd 19th Brigade*, supported on tho laft by tha 10th Brigade, 

haaTo'f’vM^^SOT^^h 1 ^ Rl8h ^ » n ™ from tha 

■ 7* SET through tha oentra of tho croup af oratara at 

BWl bull a t b#undai 7 » llaa drawn from tha hoad of 

KOT BULL C.T. through S.lO.a. to tha Laft of RAIS!* GANG TR3TCH. 


Tha Raiding party waa dLlvidad into two /s) wave* tha pt»«t ..w 

S2*^S^d°ff° n r* 1 hU ? <lr * <1 ^ 00) B#n wlth four ( *> Le ^ 8 0un ». SJGr 

Tha rawvwn^L °* Col( l uhoun *"<1 Llauta. Huaband and torn a 

follow*?? ° f nv# <•> **«*• -—•«— 


NO, 

Ho. 

HO. 

HO. 

HO. 


l Patrol 
9 Patrol 

3 Patrol 

4 Patrol 
8 Patrol 


Lieut, 

Lieut, 


J. P. '(anley A LI out. I, J. Oarrod, 
. A.C.Luaaden A Llaut, R.X,McCarthy. 
Lieut, H.C.Ross A Llaut. N.H.Peters. 

- Lieut, T.Ralabaolc A Lieut, A.D.MoLennan 

- Lieut. T.B.Barrle A Lieut, D.O.Vloar*. 


.. . „ _ . _ - —~wav, *,O,fl(UTA0 <X Ua n a¥l04PI. 

oo:!L11and of th6 Assault and Capt. A.V.VTood 
In ooaaand of the .aoond -avc. Hajor J.H.Sweet was In ohcrge of the 

returned 8arrl90n * hi ° h 000uple<1 4110 Front Un ® until the raldara 


atJiT 0 at • 1 * 00 »* n * at "Hthh hour a Cloud of gaa (Hhlte 
Star) waa liberated, A aecond oloud of gaa (ohlorlna) waa to have been 
liberated at TMfi plus one (t) hour fortyflve (45) mlnutaa, but owing 
to a ohange In the wind this was not dona. 


At ZERO, minus one (t) hour and thirty (30) minutes tha Speolal 
Oarrleon rellevad the regular garrison and the raiders were assembled 
In their places of rendezvous as followat- 

Plrst Hava - In •uiargahe. Hos, :,9,3,Patrola - in VIHC'JIT t'fflas, 
Kos. 4 A 5 Patrols In HOSPITAL RIDGE, 


At ZSIO plue two (9) hours and twenty (90) minutes the Raiding 
parties laft their respective rendezvous and moved up to the Front Lins, 

At ZER® plue two (9) hours and forty (40) mlnutaa, our Artillery 
opened a barrage on the Hun Front Line and our First v/avt left our 
Front Line Trenoh and proceeded through the gaps in our wire and 
extended In Ho Han' e Land olose behind the barrage. The Patrols 
followed close behind. 


Yfhsn the barrage lifted at the end of flve(5) minutes aur First 
havs entered tha Hun Front Lina, and the Patrols, passing through 
the First Have, proceeded to their respective objectives. 

The First Have met little opposition on entering the trench, and 
the four (4) Lewis Ouna ware placed In advantageous positions to oover 
tha Front, a few mlnutaa later a considerable party of Huns appeared 
froa dugouts and a bombing fight ensued, whloh resulted In the capture 
of fourteen (14) prisoners. This wave bombed several dugouts, one af 
whloh Is known to have been eooupled by several Huns, and this was 
destroyed by a mobile oharge, a large bomb dump was also blown up. 

Re. 1 Patrol became disorganised and did rot reaob Its objsotlvs. 
The other Patrols praosedsd to their respective objectives, tin ugh 
aet by oonslderable apposition frem snsmy V a oh ins Guns. 

Ho. 3 Patrol boebed up a portion of KAlSQt Gang TRUWH, destrtylng 
fugout with a asblle charge, and boebed three others. It la not 
knew ahsthor any ef these wore ooeupled. 

Ho. • Patrol boabed^the Ooasualoatlon Trsnch froa 3.15.0. 3.9, to 
s.ll.a.6.9. Although hold up by Maohln# Ouna, thla Patrol bombad 
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ATTACHMENT #2 (cont’d) 


M 9. 


Report on R»ld of March lot, l9i? ftjnd Battalion). 


TnJTT.ili au6 ° u ' , » 0B# of »*» known to haw# been oooupled, and 

inflicted a number of oaoualtloa. It alao discovered an ammunition ' 

*■ 8.16,a.9;,., but at tbla tin* had usod all It* mobile charge* 
and oould not find another one before withdrawal. Thle might bo 
dealt with by Artillery, 


16 


A Portion of thla Patrol booaae rather mixed with the 73rd Batt- 
allon, which unfortunately led to some mleunderstanding, as the latter 
retired somewhat before the time set, taking a number of our men with 
them, and thus prevented **r Barrie capturing the Enemy Machine dun* 
vhloh, he olalms, he oould otherwise have accomplished. 

The withdrawal waaauppoed to oosnenoe at 7J3tO plus three (3) hours 
and forty (40) minutes, but fifteen (16) minutes before thle time 
the ?3rd and 75th Battalions had both begun to withdraw, leaving our 
Patrols unprotected on the flanks, Capt. food sent ! 4T Rose to the 
Right flank to make sure that the 75th had withdrawn, and en finding 
that this was the case ho gave the signal to withdraw, which they did 
In an orderly manner, protected by the ?5aohlne dune, one of which was 
attached to eaoh Patrol, 

When all had passed over the Hun Front Line, our First Wavs wltb- 
-drew, being In turn proteoted by the four (4) Machine dune attached 
to It. The Raiders were back In our Lines at TrR 0 plus three (3) 
hours and fifty (50) minutes. 


Arrangements had been made to have the oheoklng of the Patrols 
oarrled out In the various places of rendtsvoua, and reports handed In 
to the Adjutant before the Line was re-occupled, but owing to the 
Raiders having to Immediately take over the Line, the oheoklng was 
delayed, and has only been completed today (j^aroh dnd, 1317). 

Several points to which I deaire to call attention are as follow* t- 

QA3 

The daa Wave which .'-receded the assault apparently did no damage 
either to the Huns themselves or to their 'Machine dune or ammunition. 
Only one man was reported by our Patrols a 3 having been found suffer- 
-lng from gas, and he was wearing a helmet which had been shot through. 


I have received ra 


gun ARTILLERY BARRaOS 
ther conflicting reports 


lotlng reports from the various officers 


regarding thle, but on the whole 1 think the Barrage was very effective. 




Proa what I can gather from the Patrol Leaders, the Front Line was 
thinly held, but further back the enemy had numerous Machine dune, with 
whloh they Immediately opened fire on the Patrols me they oams Into 
sight. The Communication Trench up which Ho. 6 Patrol went, alao the 
portion of KAI8FR dARO TRTlfCH which was dealt with by Ho, 3 Patrol, 
wsr* In very bad condition, being knee deep In mud and water and vary 
wide at top. 

Ho wire was encountered In Front Line, end praotloally the only wire 
of eny aooount was that to west of orator at s.lB.o.e. 0 ., whloh was 

Sled ££d not ) fqrtlfl#df to 8004 °° nmioB * Crat,r l » unoocu- 

..whloh the Rmlisrs^lid^wae oonalderable, and ths Front 
*£]L? P s 0tl0 * ll3r The known casualties to 

t °*y t *** 1, ,bou * iwsntyflvo (95), but undoubtedly thar* war a 


March 


191T. 


(3«1.) A. D. Wilson, 

Major, 

for Officer Commanding 
7md lattn, Canadian Infantry, 
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ATTACHMENT #3 


Clarency - Vimy Sector Google Maps 



Clarency-Vimy Sector Nicholson map 7 
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ATTACHMENT #4 
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ATTACHMENT #5 
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ATTACHMENT #6 



Name 

Rank 

Service 

Number 

Date of 
Death 

Age 

Regiment 

1 Service 

Service 

Country 

Grave / 

Memorial 

Reference 

Cemetery / 
Memorial 

Name 

Docs. 

BARNETT, 

EDWARD 

Corporal 

129438 

| 01/03/1917 


Canadian 

Infantry 

Canadian 


VI MY MEMORIAL 

0 

LATHAM, 

WALTER 

Corporal 

472024 

j 10*10/1919 

28 

Canadian 

Infantry 

Canadian 


VIMY MEMORIAL 

0 
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ATTACHMENT #8 


F 


COMPREHENSIVE 


17/2/21. 


Army 


W. 3372. 


GRAVES REGISTRATION. REPORT EORM. 

(Tnls report cancels all previous reports..) 
REPORT No. ^ 

lo.1, District. 


SCHEDULE No. '8.c. 


PLACE OF BURIAL CANADIAN CEMETERY. 


Map Reference 5“ Sh.44a.S. 18.a. 25.55. 


NChY-EN-GOHELLE. 


The following are buried here:— 



Re 

gmient 


v No. 

■ — 

Name 

roe 

Rank 

. and Initials 

’B" (Contdl) 

Date 1 Cross Erected 1 Plot, Row 

of Death or G. R. U’d. and Grave 
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ff 
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ATTACHMENT #9 


This “Reporting and RevieW’ attachment is provided to assist all parties in the submission of an 
investigative report related to the identification of the burial location, or headstone markings, of a 
member of the Canadian Expeditionary Force (CEF) during the Great War 1914-1921. The 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission (CWGC) receives a copy of this report in the event 
they wish to make changes to the commemoration details. In order to alter the records, the 
CWGC has set out their criteria for the procedure and submission of cases for review, as 
detailed below. The CWGC is under no obligation to make changes based on a report. 


Procedure: 

All new identification cases need to be 
assessed in the first instance by the 
Canadian Agency (CA) and submissions 
should go to their office directly. After an 
initial assessment, if the Agency feels that the 
case is compelling, they will then pass all the 
documentation to the Commemorations Team 
at the Commission's Flead Office. Head Office 
will then review the case and inform the CA of 
their findings. The Canadian authorities will 
then decide whether or not any changes to 
the arrangements for commemoration are 
required and inform the Commission 
accordingly. 


Guideline Criteria for Submission: 

Cases need to present clear and convincing 
evidence to prove the identity of a casualty 
and must not be based on assumption or 
speculation. The Commission's 
Commemoration Team will also consider 
whether the findings of a better informed 
contemporary investigation are being revisited 
and if there is any new evidence to consider. 
By way of example, it is unlikely that the 
Commission would support a revision of the 
arrangements for the commemoration where 
it is apparent that no new evidence is being 
presented and, a better informed previous 
decision is being revisited some 100 years 
later. 


The following have participated in the preparation, review and submission of this report on a 
voluntary basis. Those noted below have read the investigative report and compared it to the 
criteria set out by the CWGC, as a guiding principle, and have agreed to have their name 
included as part of the review team. The CWGC may contact any of the reviewers at the e-mail 
address provided below. 


Name 

Affiliation 

E-mail 

Contribution 

Richard Laughton 

Private Researcher 

LMC Great War Research Company 

rlauahton(a)lauahton.ca 

Report Author 
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ATTACHMENT #10 


This report was reviewed as part of the December 2016 review process. There were no 
changes made to the research material presented in the report, however it was noted 
that some of the links in the table on page 1 of the report were missing. Those have 
now been inserted. In addition that name of the cemetery as “ Givenchy-En-Gohelle 
Canadian Cemetery, SoucheZ’ has been inserted where it had been omitted. 
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